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had led the Gujaratls. The short-lived JSakti of Surat, the
organ of the extreme politicians in Gujarata in the days of
the Surat Congress of 1907, was the pioneer of vigorous poli-
tical journalism. The monthly journals were usually the
mouthpieces of well-known literary men, the notable being
Sudar'sana edited by Manilal Dvivedi, Samttlocaka edited by
Govardhanram, Vasanta1 by Prof. Anandashankar Dhruva,
and Buddhipraknfa,1 by the Gujarata Vernacular Society,
and frtftnasudhS, by Ramanbhai.

XIX

Between 1900 and 1915 Ranajitram Vavabhai (1882-1917)
exercised considerable influence on literature, though his
own literary output was limited. He wrote essays and
short stories, and collected folksongs and materials
for a history of Gujarata. His enthusiasm for the litera-
ture and history of the province helped many authors to
give their best to the language. He founded a number of
literary societies, the premier of which, the Gujaratl Sahitya
Parisad, held its first sessions in 1905 at Ahmedabad,
Govardhanram Tripathi presiding. He was the first to
analyse the national characteristics possessed by Gujarat
and to point out their lines of development in his famous
essay, Gujarfttani Ekaffl.
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